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PROCUREMENT BOARD

13 November 2019

Meeting commenced: 10:04
Meeting ended: 10:27 

PRESENT: Councillors Hinds (in the chair) and Merry

IN ATTENDANCE: Miranda Carruthers-Watt City Solicitor
Christine Flisk Procurement Manager
Chris Hesketh Head of Financial Management
Emma Heyes Category Manager
Amy Tinker Senior Commissioning Manager
Carol Eddleston Democratic Services

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Boshell and the City 
Mayor Paul Dennett.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3 MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 October 2019 were approved as a correct 
record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

5. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING 
ORDERS – CONTRACT AWARD – SALFORD CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking an 
exception to Contractual Standing Orders to allow a contract to be awarded for three 
statutory elements of Salford Children’s Rights services: Advocacy for children and 
young people in care and subject to a CP/CIN and VYP Plan, The Children in Care 
Council, and the Independent Visitor’s volunteer scheme.

The incumbent provider, Barnardo’s, provided an excellent service and significant 
value for money and commissioners were concerned that, if the current contract were 
not extended, there would be a negative impact on some of the city’s most vulnerable 
young people because of the relationships that staff had built up over time.

 An extension of two years would allow commissioners time to assess what would be 
required over the longer term and what the market could offer, particularly in terms of 
developing an all-age advocacy service.
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The City Solicitor confirmed that the Procurement Team was looking at how social 
value monitoring and reporting could be expanded to provide members and officers 
with assurance that the Council’s explicit commissioning principle of Social Value 
was being followed and its aims achieved.

RESOLVED, THAT:

(1) an exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 
paragraph 3.1 as follows: for compatibility with existing services, where the 
council can demonstrate that an integrated or strategic approach to 
procurement is being implemented and there is a requirement to align 
services or contracts to co-terminus end dates, and there are value for money 
reasons justifying an exception, and

(2) a 24 months contract, at an estimated annual cost of £149,852, be awarded to 
Barnardo’s, for the provision of the Salford Children’s Rights Service.

6. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO A CALL-OFF CONTRACT FOR 
SPECIALIST PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Service Reform seeking 
approval to award the call-off contract for Specialist Professional Services.

It was confirmed that each ‘project’ procured through the contract would be subject to 
the council’s commissioning principles and procurement arrangements and would 
therefore, depending on value, be approved by either the relevant (Strategic) Director 
or the Procurement Board. 

It was anticipated that the contract would allow entry to a number of SMEs which 
might otherwise not engage with the Council because of its formal tender 
requirements. 

RESOLVED, THAT: the City Mayor be recommended to approve the award of a 48 
months’ call-off contract, at an estimated average cost per annum of £700,000, to 
Bloom Procurement Services Ltd, for the provision of specialist professional services.

7. UPDATE ON THE NEXT STEPS FOR COMPLIANT SUPPLY OF MATERIALS AND 
SERVICES TO FACILITATE THE SMOOTH TRANSITION OF URBAN VISION 
BACK INTO THE COUNCIL

The City Solicitor confirmed that the main priority of the procurement strategy was to 
ensure a safe and smooth transition of the UV services to the council and the 
purpose of the report was to request approval to go out to competition for the delivery 
of a number of materials, works and services. Subsequent approval for individual 
contract awards would be granted by either the Strategic Director Place or the 
Procurement Board depending on contract value.

RESOLVED, THAT: Approval be granted to go out to competition for the delivery of 
required materials, works and services.


